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TABLE A.  Critical Periods for Weed Control 

in Field Crops 

Crop Critical Period for Weed Control 

Corn 3rd to 8th leaf 

Soybeans 1st to 3rd trifoliate 

White 

Beans 
2nd trifoliate to 1st flower 

TABLE B.  Critical Weed-free Period for Horticultural Crops 

 Critical Weed-free Period 

Apples, new -plantings During May and June 

Apples, -bearing Budbreak until 30 days after bloom 

Beets First 2–4 weeks after emergence 

Cabbage, early First 3 weeks after planting 

Carrots First 3–6 weeks after emergence 

Cucumbers, pickling First 4 weeks after seeding 

Lettuce First 3 weeks after planting 

Onions First the whole season 

Potatoes First 4 weeks after planting 

Squash Early plantings compete better 

Strawberries, new During May and June 

Tomatoes, fresh First 36 days after transplanting 

Tomatoes, seeded First 9 weeks after seedling 

 
 


