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Common Leaf Diseases in Strawberries 
Erin Styles, Summer Assistant—Berry Crops, OMAFRA 

Angular Leaf Spot 

Common Leaf Spot 

Leaf Scorch 

Leaf Blight 

Powdery Mildew 
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Funding for Food Safety and Traceability Available 

You have probably received mailings about this new program for farmers and food processors, which will provide funding 
to support implementing or improving your food safety program, and/or traceability of your product. The funding is under 
“Growing Forward - Food Safety and Traceability Initiative (FSTI)”. 
 
Many growers are now required by their packers or buyers to follow either CanadaGAP (prepared by the Canadian Hort 
Council), or EurepGAP (often required for produce exported to Europe). As they work through these checklists, many 
growers are also pleasantly surprised to discover that many of these practices are already included in their operations, and 
with a few minor adjustments, they are ready for the required audits. 
 
An added bonus is that by signing up for a training session under FSTI, taking a one-day program and filling out the applica-
tion, you can qualify for up to $20,000 funding (covering 75% of costs) to implement your food safety/ traceability plan. 
 
Note: Training sessions on July 7 in Leamington, and July 14 in London. Watch for further sessions planned at http://
www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/food/foodsafety/grants/infosessions.htm 
 
Everything you need to know is online - http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/food/foodsafety/grants/fsti.htm 
 

New Organic Regulations 
Hugh Martin, Organic Crop Production Program Lead 

The Government of Canada recently announced the new Organic Products Regulations.  These will be implemented on June 
30th, 2009.  The regulations regulate all sales of organic products between provinces and imports of organic products.  Ex-
ports of organic products to the USA are covered under the US-Canada equivalency agreement that was signed last week.  
Exports to other countries need to meet the organic requirements of the importing country.  These regulations currently do 
not cover intraprovincial products that are produced and sold within the same province, however Quebec and Manitoba do 
have such regulations. 
 
The new regulations also include a new organic logo that can be used on any organic product that meets the requirements of 
the new regulations (including intraprovincial). 
 
Organic producers that are certified will need to be certified by a certification body (CB) that is accredited by the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency.  Most of the current CBs in Ontario are expected to be accredited by the CFIA. 
 
For more details on the regulations and other information see the CFIA website at http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/
fssa/orgbio/orgbioe.shtml 

Wanted! Colorado Potato Beetle  
Dr. Jeff Tolman, Research Scientist with the Southern Crop Protection and Food Research Centre in London is interested 
in obtaining live Colorado potato beetle samples.  In conjunction with fellow researchers, he is running the Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada Colorado Potato Beetle survey once again this year. 
 

The purpose is to document the continuing spread of tolerance to the neonicitinoid insecticides (e.g. Admire, Assail, Alias) 
and to measure variation in susceptibility to a new insecticide, Coragen, before its widespread commercial application.  
 

What does he need?  Jeff is looking for approximately 150-200 adults per sample.  If you have a few you can spare, let him 
know and he will arrange for someone to come and collect some.  Jeff can be reached at 519-457-1470 (ext. 232) or 
jeff.tolman@agr.gc.ca. 




