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Orchards and Vineyards Transition Program 

The Canada-Ontario Orchards and Vineyards Transition Program (OVTP) is a joint federal and 
provincial program to help grape, apple, and tender fruit producers adapt to industry pressures and 
changing markets. Under the program, eligible participants will receive $1,618.74 per eligible acre 
towards their orchard and/or vineyard stock removal and disposal costs, up to a maximum of 
$800,000 over the lifetime of the program. A producer may submit an application form at any time 
before September 30, 2010. 

 

Qualifying Crops 
The following crops are eligible under the program: apples (all), grapes (all), nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, apricots, and 
cherries (sour and sweet). 
 

Qualifying Orchards and Vineyards 
To qualify under the program, applicants must:  
• Be producers or landlords with a farmed area of at least 1.236 acres of qualifying crops. 
• Operate a commercial enterprise located in Ontario. 
• Grow eligible crops for harvest in the current growing season or 
• Have harvested eligible crops in the growing season prior to the plant removal (except in cases where producers 

experienced documented crop failures beyond their control). 
• Commit to keep the land in agriculture or available for agriculture for a period of five years. 
• Orchard and/or vineyard stock must: 
• Be located in Ontario and used for the production of an eligible crop. 
• Plant removal projects must: 
• Have a block or part block size of at least 0.25 acres in one farm location.  
 
For Further Information: 
The program will be administered by Agricorp. For further information, application forms, Program Guidelines, or a copy of 
the OVTP review process, please contact the Agricorp call centre. 
 

Contact Us:  
 

Agricorp  
1 Stone Road West  
Box 3660 Stn. Central Guelph ON N1H 8M4 
Phone: 1-888-247-4999    Fax: 519-826-4118 
www.agricorp.com 
Email: contact@agricorp.com 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 



The environmental efforts of horticultural producers con-
tinue to be recognized and encouraged.  The Canada-Ontario 
Environmental Farm Plan Program has extended funding of 
environmental projects for 2008.  This funding bridges the 
gap between the Agriculture Policy Framework and the not 
yet announced Growing Forward federal initiative. 
 
The maximum contribution per legal farm entity for Canada-
Ontario Farm Stewardship Program (COFSP) and Green-
cover Canada (GC) combined is $50,000 (the maximum con-
tribution from Greencover Canada alone is $20,000). An ad-
ditional $15,000 is available from the Canada-Ontario Water 
Supply Expansion Program (COWSEP).  This in an increase 
over the previous program. 
 
Producers who participated in a COFSP, GC or COWSEP 
between April, 2005 and March 31, 2008 will carry forward 
into 2008 any federal costshare received for projects claimed 
during that period. 
 
Ontario producers with an Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) 
Third Edition deemed appropriate through peer review are 
eligible to apply for costshare incentives through the Canada-
Ontario Farm Stewardship Program, Greencover Canada, 
and the Canada-Ontario Water Supply Expansion Program to 
implement actions identified in their farm plans. 
 
The cost-share available is for new projects initiated on or 
after April 1, 2008. No cost-share will be offered for project 
invoices issued prior to this date.  All approved projects must 
be completed and operational, and a final inspection arranged 
with local OSCIA Program Representative, by December 15, 
2008. 
 
The Canada-Ontario Environmental Farm Plan has lots of 
opportunities for horticulture producers.  Aside from the 
normal EFP things like well head upgrades, fuel and pesticide 
storage, soil erosion protection and shelterbelts, money is 
available for the following horticultural items: 
 
IPM 
• Equipment modifications for improved IPM (spray cur-

tains, air induction or low drift nozzles, injection systems, 
spray towers, pesticide recovery units, rate controllers, 
tank rinse systems, air assist, foam marker systems, or 
GPS) 

• Weather monitoring/reporting and prediction equip-
ment, materials and services from a qualified provider 

• Record keeping software 
• Traps and sampling equipment 
• Costs of biocontrol or cultural control practices 
• Mobile water tanks for mounting on a trailer or truck 

Irrigation 
• Irrigation equipment (low pressure nozzles, pipes, hoses, 

booms, filters and emitters, installation costs, soil mois-
ture monitoring equipment, flow meters with totalized 
outputs, rain gauges) 

• Water treatment units to meet fruit and vegetable wash-
water standards, irrigation water quality standards, or to 
remove ions and odour 

• Water meters 
 

Water Supply Expansion 
• Drilling and construction costs for new wells, test drilling 

and deepening current wells for agricultural use 
• Well development (pump testing, water quality samples, 

consulting fees) 
• Hydrologic impact assessments fees for professionals 
• Cisterns where required for agricultural use from low 

flowing wells 
• Construction and consulting for new pond/reservoir 

(sized for drought, water quality sampling, hydro-G) 
• Expansion of current pond 
• Pond aeration systems, pond liners and intake works, and 

fencing 
 

Fertigation 
• Fertigation equipment (tanks, mixing, blending, metering 

systems, backflow valves 
• Planter modifications to include drip tape 
• Repairs and improvements to water intake systems 
 
On-farm Composting 
• Infrastructure and specialized equipment for composting 

(pads, walls, covers, vessels, conveyers, mixing, watering 
and monitoring) 

 
Cull Fruit and Vegetable Management (liquids & solids) 
• Modification and construction of storage and treatment 

facilities for liquid and solid fruit and vegetable waste. 
• Recycling systems for waste waters (conservation tools to 

reduce water, storage, collection, and transfer systems) 
 
Protection from Wild-life 
• Fencing to protect high value crops, and drip irrigation 

systems 
• Scaring and repellant systems (electronic, netting, noise, 

guard animals, and chemicals) 
 

Funding is provided for anywhere from 30-50% of the pro-
ject, depending on the particular details of the project.  You 
have the opportunity to credit your time and machinery use 
as in-kind support for the project.  Participants are also en-
couraged to take advantage of other sources of funding, for 
example your local conservation authority. 
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Money for on-farm Environmental Improvements 
Donna Speranzini, Nutrient Management Program Lead, Horticulture  



Although there is lots of money available, it is available on a first come first serve basis.  So, if any of the projects identified 
above are on your to do list, the time is now for horticulture producers to take advantage of this program. 
 
This money can all be accessed through your local EFP coordinator.  You find this information on the OSCIA web site at 
www.ontariosoilcrop.org or by calling 1-800-265-9751. 

Agricultural Information Contact Centre: 1-877-424-1300 
E-mail: ag.info.omafra@ontario.ca 

Northern Ontario Regional Office: 1-800-461-6132 
 

www.ontario.ca/omafra 
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