


Fleming says adding off-farm materials that are high in carbon, such as food processing wastes, can boost methane 
yield, compared to manure alone. In the past, regulations have made it very difficult to move some of  these materials 
to on-farm systems, but government agencies in Ontario have been working to streamline this process for certain 
materials. Mixing these waste products with livestock manure in an anaerobic digester has the potential to make the 
best use of  their energy and nutrient potential.  

There are only a handful of  anaerobic digesters on Ontario farms, and a fairly small number in all of  Canada. In 
comparison, Fleming says there are more than 3,500 units on farms in Germany, where electricity prices are higher. 
The system represents a significant investment for Ontario farmers, but interest is at a high level, and recent “green 
energy” incentives in Ontario should help to encourage the growth of  this industry in Ontario. 
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